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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The Applicant's request for reconsideration filed on June 16, 2008 was received. Claims 
16 and 22 were amended. 

2. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S.C. code not included in this action can be 
found in the prior Office Action issued on March 21, 2008. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The claim rejections under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by Fujita et al. (US 
2003/0207202 Al) on claims 16-22 are maintained. The rejection is repeated below for 
convenience. 

Regarding claims 16-20, Fujita et al. disclose a method for a lithographic printing plate 
imagewise exposed to light and then developed. See paragraph 0224. Further, Fujita et al. 
disclose a developer (solution) comprising of sodium hydroxide and potassium hydroxide 
( alkali hydroxides) and alkaline agents such as tri-sodium phosphate, tri-potassium phosphate, 
sodium carbonate and potassium carbonate (stabilizer) so the pH falls within a range of 9.0 to 
13.5. See paragraph 0231. In addition, Fujita et al. disclose a developer comprising an alkali 
metal silicate. See paragraph 0246. Fujita et al. disclose the developer can further comprise of a 
variety of surfactants and/or organic solvents, preservatives, coloring agent, thickening agent, 
anti-foaming agents and water softeners. See paragraphs 0234 and 0244. Additionally, Fujita et 
al. disclose the printing plate been treated with the developer (developer composition) is then 
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subject to post-treatments of washing (rinsing) water. See paragraph 0248. Also, Fujita et al. 
disclose a developer comprise of development stabilizers such as polyethylene glycol, anionic or 
amphoteric surfactants which may be added to the developer in an amount raging from 0.001 to 
10 % weight. See paragraphs 0236-0237. 

Regarding claim 21, Fujita et al. disclose the light-sensitive (radiation-sensitive coating) 
resin composition comprises of a variety of additives such as octylphenolformaldehyde resin and 
novolak resin (phenolic resin). See paragraph 0197. 

Regarding claim 22, Fujita et al. disclose Fujita et al. disclose a method for a lithographic 
printing plate imagewise exposed to light and then developed. See paragraph 0224. Further, 
Fujita et al. disclose a developer (solution) comprising of sodium hydroxide and potassium 
hydroxide (alkali hydroxides) and alkaline agents such as tri-sodium phosphate, tri-potassium 
phosphate, sodium carbonate and potassium carbonate (stabilizer) so the pH falls within a range 
of 9.0 to 13.5. See paragraph 0231. In addition, Fujita et al. disclose a developer comprising an 
alkali metal silicate. See paragraph 0246. Fujita et al. disclose the developer can further comprise 
of a variety of surfactants and/or organic solvents, preservatives, coloring agent, thickening 
agent, anti-foaming agents and water softeners. See paragraphs 0234 and 0244. Additionally, 
Fujita et al. disclose the printing plate been treated with the developer (developer composition) is 
then subject to post-treatments of washing (rinsing) water. See paragraph 0248. Also, Fujita et al. 
disclose a developer comprise of development stabilizers such as polyethylene glycol, anionic or 
amphoteric surfactants which may be added to the developer in an amount raging from 0.001 to 
10 % weight. See paragraphs 0236-0237. 
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4. The claim rejections under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as anticipated by Patel et al. (US 
2004/01 10090 Al) on claims 16 and 19-22 are maintained. The rejection is repeated below for 
convenience. 

Regarding claim 16, Patel et al. disclose a process for imagining an developing imageable 
elements (printing plate precursor) comprising a developer (alkaline developer) with a mixture of 
an aqueous alkaline developer that has a pH greater than 1 1 and contains alkali metal silicate and 
a solvent based developer that contains about 0.5 wt % to 15 wt % of an organic solvent or 
mixture of organic solvent (stabilizer with an amount of carbonate anion). See abstract and 
paragraphs 0079 and 0081. Further, Patel ct al disclose optional components may be used such as 
anionic, nonionic and amphoteric surfactants, biocides, anti-foaming agents and thickening 
agents. See paragraph 0083. In addition, Patel et al. disclose the developer is applied (contacted) 
to the imaged precursor and may be rinsed with water. See paragraph 0086. 

Regarding claims 19-20, Patel et al. disclose the developer comprises of about 5 wt % of 
the organic solvent (carbonate anion), the alkaline developer has a pH between about 12 and 
about 14 and comprises of 4 wt % to 6.5 wt % of the alkali metal silicate. See claim 10. 

Regarding claim 21, Patel et al. disclose a phenolic resin (polymeric material) in the 
coating of the printing plate precursor. See paragraph 0034 and 0056. 

Regarding claim 22, Patel et al. disclose a process for imagining an developing imageable 
elements (printing plate precursor) comprising a developer (alkaline developer) with a mixture of 
an aqueous alkaline developer that has a pH greater than 1 1 and contains alkali metal silicate and 
a solvent based developer that contains about 0.5 wt % to 15 wt % of an organic solvent or 
mixture of organic solvent (stabilizer with an amount of carbonate anion). See abstract and 
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paragraphs 0021-0022. Further, Patel et al disclose optional components may be used such as 
anionic, nonionic and amphoteric surfactants, biocides, anti-foaming agents and thickening 
agents. See paragraph 0083. In addition, Patel et al. disclose the developer is applied (contacted) 
to the imaged precursor and may be rinsed with water. See paragraph 0086. 

Response to Amendment 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

5. The claim rejections under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, on claims 16-22 are 
withdrawn, because the independent claims 16 and 22 have been amended. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments filed June 16, 2008 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant's principal arguments are 

(a) Fujita et al. and Patel et al.fail to teach the addition of a carbonate stabilizer to the 
already-formed high pH silicate-containing solution. 

In response to Applicant's arguments, please consider the following comments: 
(a) Examiner notes that Applicant does not claim any sequence, therefore Fujita et al. and 
Patel et al. anticipated the present application as claimed. 
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Conclusion 

7. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CHANCEITY N. ROBINSON whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3786. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday: 7:30 am-5:30 
pm eastern time. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Cynthia Kelly can be reached on (571)272-1526. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/591 ,727 Page 7 

Art Unit: 1774 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 1795 



